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ard and a Seymour, but the Duchess of Richmond came for-
ward to substantiate it. She confessed to the Privy Council
that Surrey had urged her to marry Sir Thomas, "wishing her
withall to endear her self so into the King's favour, [so] as she
might the better rule here as others had done."33 She then con-
tinued to testify that her brother had spoken with asperity of
Hertford; that he had manifest a dislike for those who were
properly called the new nobility; that he had dissuaded her
from going too far hi reading the Scriptures; and that he had
set up an altar in a church at Boulogne.34 Even the Privy Coun-
cil was unable to substantiate any treasonable implications in
this part of the Duchess's deposition, although these state-
ments may have contained some truth.
The rest of the Duchess of Richmond's testimony was en-
tirely invention. Her brother, she declared, had found in an
old tale of chivalry certain heraldic arms attributed to Lance-
lot of the Lake. As the designs had pleased him, he had placed
them in one of the quarters of his escutcheon. A foolish state-
ment for the Duchess of Richmond to make. Had it been true,
it could only have implied that Surrey was laying himself open
to ridicule. But to this she added a more serious charge. Sur-
rey had, she declared, placed over his escutcheon, in the guise
of a crest, the Cap of Maintenance and the Crown of England,
both royal emblems. In making these statements the Duchess
either revealed unbelievable ignorance or deliberately twisted
the facts. The emblem which she professed to believe the Cap
of Maintenance was a simple cap trimmed with ermine fur
which the Howards had long used as a crest,35 indicating that
certain forbears of the family had administered the laws of the
country as judges.36 As for the crown borne by Surrey, it was
33 Lord Herbert, p. 563.
34 The following pertinent explanation is offered by Bapst, p. 336, "Aprds avoir
pris Boulogne, Henry VTH avait non pas d6truit la cath6drale, ainsi que 1'aflirment
a tort la plupart des chroniqueurs du temps, mais Favait transformee en arsenal. ..
Surrey r66difia dans cette eglise un autel a la Vierge; mais Henry VOT n'avait
jamais proscrit le culte de Marie, pour laquelle il avait, au contraire, un certaine
devotion. (Voir son testament.) H ne put done prendre mal Tacte du Comte."
35 An example of Lord Edmund Howard's use of this crest in 1513 is preserved
in B.M., Cotton MS. Claudius C. HI; cf. Bapst, p. 355 ff.
34 Notably Sir William Howard, who died in 1309.